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During this Year of Mercy we 

have focused our attention not 

only on the profound mercy 

offered to us by our loving God 

but also on our call to extend 

that mercy to others.  We are 

to be that face of mercy in the 

place and time we find our-

selves. This is no easy task, as 

we all know.  This prayer is 

offered as a means to keep our 

mission before us and a con-

stant reminder that He will 

always provide what we need 

to accomplish what He has set 

before us. 

Proclaiming Jesus’ Message of Mercy and Hope 

 

Diocese of Evansville 

Catechist Formation Day 
A U G U S T  2 7 ,  2 0 1 6  

 SCHEDULE 

8-8:30 a.m. Registration 

8:30-9:25 a.m.  Welcome by Bishop  

Thompson and Prayer 

 Celebration Hall 

9:30-10:30 a.m. Keynote  #1 

ValLimar Jansen 

10:30-10:45 a.m. Break 

10:45-11:45 a.m.    Breakout Sessions 

 

#1 Making Moral Decisions in Light of 

Our Relationship with Jesus–  

Sr. Jane McConnell 

Conference Room B 

#2 Family Friendly Catechesis–  

Dr. Dominic Faraone 

Councils Room 

#3 Corporal and Spiritual Works of 

Mercy: Shaping Our Lives–  

Ms. Sharon Vogler 

Celebration Hall 

#4 Mentoring the Young Church;  

Sharing the Joy of the Gospel–  

Fr. Pascal Nducka 

Conference Room A 

#5 Catholic Social Teaching Informing 

our Understanding of Current Events 

and Facilitating a Merciful Response–  

Mrs. Jane Leingang & Mr. Paul Leingang 

Assembly Room 

 

11:45-12:30 p.m.  Lunch in the Gym 

 

12:30– 1:30 p.m. Keynote #2 

ValLimar Jansen 

 

1:30 Evaluations 

 

1:45– 2:00 p.m. Closing Prayer  

Vessels of Mercy 
God of Mercy, 
As you have forgiven us,  so you send us forth 
To bear your message of mercy to all. 
Give us willing feet and gentle hands. 
Bless us with listening ears and searching eyes 
Endow us with understanding minds. 
Ordain us with compassionate hearts in our acts and in our 
words. 
Make us vessels of your mercy to reach out to the broken 
On behalf of the father who wipes away our debts 
As lovingly as he wipes away our tears and calls his children 
home. 
Help us lift your people in body and spirit. 
And so make every year a year of mercy. 
 
Amen. 
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Making Moral Decisions in Light of Our Relationship with Jesus Christ 

  

For a disciple of 
Christ, moral decision 
making cannot be 
done apart from our 
relationship with Je-
sus Christ.  The way 
we live out our lives 
and the decisions we 
make are the loving 
response to the uncon-
ditional love that has 
been extended to us. 

We look to the life of 
Jesus himself so that 
we may be guided to 
respond in the most 
loving way. 
We consistently seek 
ways in which to culti-
vate this intimate rela-
tionship with our God 
and conscientiously 
discern the truth He 
has revealed.  

Resources 

 

“For a disciple of Christ moral decision 

making cannot be done apart from our 

relationship with Jesus Christ. “ 

What Teens Want You to Know (But Won't Tell You) by Roy Petitfils 

Lesson Plans from the USCCB.  Lesson Plans for junior high and high school on The Call to Partici-
pate in  Public Life, Forming Consciences, Avoiding Evil & Doing Good.  http://www.usccb.org/
issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/junior-and-high-school-age-student-lesson-plans.cfm#b 
 
Movie Reviews from St. Anthony Messenger magazine and Catholic News Service.  A great re-
source for discussions about morality in movies.   
http://www.americancatholic.org/movies/ 
 
 
 
The Essential Moral Handbook: A Guide to Catholic Living by Kevin O'Neil C.Ss.R., &  Peter Black 

 
The Commandments We Keep: A Catholic Guide to Living a Moral Life by Peter J. Vaghi 

The Catechist’s Journey  blog posts on teaching the Ten Commandments and Morality. http://
catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/category/catechetical-issues-topics/ten-commandments-
morality/  
 
“Seven Deadly Sins, Seven Lively Virtues” DVD from Word on Fire 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/junior-and-high-school-age-student-lesson-plans.cfm#b
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/junior-and-high-school-age-student-lesson-plans.cfm#b
http://www.americancatholic.org/movies/
http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/category/catechetical-issues-topics/ten-commandments-morality/
http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/category/catechetical-issues-topics/ten-commandments-morality/
http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/category/catechetical-issues-topics/ten-commandments-morality/
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“Furthermore, 

the family, like 

the Church, 

ought to be a 

place where the 

Gospel is 

transmitted and 

from which the 

Gospel radiates.” 

-Evangelization 

in the Modern 

World 

 

Resources 

Family Friendly Catechesis 
We often hear it said 
that “parents are the 
first teachers of the 
faith” and if you are a 
parent this statement 
comes with much joy. 
But if we are honest, it 
comes with some anxi-
ety as well. We find, 
even though this is a 
priceless gift we are 
more than happy to 

share with our chil-

dren, that there is a 
question that is first 
and foremost in our 
minds- “How do I pass 
on the Catholic faith to 
my children”?   
In recent years, those 
in catechetical minis-
try have come to un-
derstand the signifi-
cance and importance 
of parents who are ac-
tively involved in the 

faith formation of their 
children. Evidence 
from studies have 
shown that parents 
who are actively in-
volved in the faith life 
of their child in all its 
forms are more likely  
to have adult children 
who are actively par-
ticipating in the life of 
the Church. 

Generations Together: Caring, Praying, Learning, Cele-
brating, & Serving Faithfully by Kathie Amidei, Jim Merhaut, 
and John Roberto 

A family perspective in Church and society.  National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Committee on Marriage and Family.   2nd edition.  Washington, D.C.:  
U.S. Catholic Conference, 1998. 
 
Families at the Center: A Handbook for Parish Ministry with a Family Per-
spective.  National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Committee on Marriage 
and Family.  Washington, D.C.:  U.S. Catholic Conference, 1990. 
 
Raising kids who will make a difference:  Helping your family live with in-
tegrity, value, simplicity, and care for others.  By Susan V. Vogt. 
 
10 Things Pope Francis Wants You to Know About the Family by  Joshua J. 

McElwee.  Available from Liguori. 

 
“Best Practices in Family Faith Formation” article by John Roberto. http://
www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/uploads/5/2/4/6/5246709/
best_practices_in_family_faith_formation.pdf  
 

http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/uploads/5/2/4/6/5246709/best_practices_in_family_faith_formation.pdf
http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/uploads/5/2/4/6/5246709/best_practices_in_family_faith_formation.pdf
http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/uploads/5/2/4/6/5246709/best_practices_in_family_faith_formation.pdf
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Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy:  Shaping Our Lives 

  

Many of us are very 
aware and can articu-
late the difference be-
tween a virtue and a 
vice, which is im-
portant.  But it is far 
more important that 
we develop a disposi-
tion toward the good.  
We must begin with 
the hinge virtues of 
prudence, justice, tem-
perance and courage. 
These provide the 

foundation for all oth-
er virtues to be culti-
vated, thus allowing 
for the ability to live a 
virtuous life. These vir-
tues find their expres-
sion in the living out of 
the Corporal and Spir-
itual works of mercy.  
These works allow us 
to provide for both the 
physical and spiritual 
needs of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

Resources 

 

“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and 

hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved and 

forgiven.”  - Pope Francis on Twitter 

 

Catholic Relief Services Resource Center- http://www.crs.org/get-involved/resource-center   

Database of activities, handouts, videos, webinars and prayers.  Searchable by age level. 

Catholic Relief Services Food Fast- http://www.foodfast.org/ 
Plan a 3-, 10-, or 24- hour Food Fast to teach youth and/ or families about why so many go 

hungry in a world with enough food. 

Maryknoll Mission Education Resources- http://www.maryknoll.us/home/resources  
Reflection Questions, Lessons by grade level, Mission Rosary for Children and Adults, 

Maryknoll Magazine Classroom Program. 

“The Corporal Works of Mercy on the run -- for busy parents!”  from the 
www.PastoralPlanning.com  
 
Drop by Drop and Green Street Park (children’s books) from the United States Catholic Con-

ference.  Available from Loyola Press. 

Young Neighbors in Action- https://www.cmdnet.org/ynia-home  

http://www.crs.org/get-involved/resource-center
http://www.foodfast.org/
http://www.maryknoll.us/home/resources
http://www.PastoralPlanning.com
https://www.cmdnet.org/ynia-home%20C:/Users/agunter/Documents/My%20Data%20Sources
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting 

sentence or quote from the story here.” 

 

 

Resources 

Mentoring the Young; Sharing the 

Joy of the Gospel 
Just as it was im-
portant for the 
Gospel writers to 
know their audi-
ence so that they 
could reach out to 
them in a meaning-
ful way, we as cate-
chists must be 
mindful of this as 
well. We must 
know who the 
young people are of 

today.  How are 
they different from 
the past genera-
tions? Where do we 
go to meet them to-
day?  What is 
meaningful to 
them?  
Even though some 

things change, 

some will always 

remain the same-

life in Christ always 

leads to JOY! Let us 

explore ways in 

which we can share 

this truth authenti-

cally and enthusias-

tically. 

 

D I O C E S E  O F  E V A N S V I L L E  

The Joy of the Gospel (Apostolic Exhortation by Pope Francis)  http://
w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-
francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html  

 

“Teaching with the Joy of the Gospel” Blog post and video by Jared Dees       

http://www.thereligionteacher.com/joy-of-the-gospel/  

 

“Best Practices in Adolescent Faith Formation”  article by John Roberto  
http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/uploads/5/2/4/6/5246709/
best_practices_in_adolescent_faith_formation.pdf  

 

Engaging a New Generation: A Vision for Reaching Catholic Teens  by Frank   

Mercadante 

 

St. Mary’s Press Resource Center.  Liturgical resources, activities, music videos 
and more for teens.  https://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ 

“On the lips of the 

catechist the first 
proclamation must 
ring out over and 
over: “Jesus Christ 
loves you; he gave 
his life to save you; 
and now he is living 
at your side every 
day to enlighten, 
strengthen and free 
you”  
-Joy of the Gospel 
(#164). 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/joy-of-the-gospel/
http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/uploads/5/2/4/6/5246709/best_practices_in_adolescent_faith_formation.pdf
http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/uploads/5/2/4/6/5246709/best_practices_in_adolescent_faith_formation.pdf
https://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/
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Catholic Social Teaching: Informing our Understanding of Current 

Events & Facilitating a Merciful Response 

  

If you ever have an opportunity to read the 
book “Tattoos on the Heart”,  you should do so. 
One of the major questions asked by the author 
Fr. Gregory Boyle repeatedly is “Do you think 
this is what God had in mind?” Meaning, that 
when God looks down upon our world, is this 
what He wanted for us?  Or did he envision 
something quite different?  We all know the 
answer to those two questions. 
The seven principles of Catholic Social Teach-
ing are the road map that can lead to a world 
that resembles more of what God envisions for 
us. It is for that reason we must come to know 
what those seven principles are, understand 
what they mean and, lastly, determine with the 
help of our Church how they may be applied to 
the living of our everyday lives. 

 

Resources 

 

 
Seven Principles of Catholic So-
cial Teaching: 
 Life and Dignity of the Human 

Person 
 Call to Family, Community, 

and Participation 
 Rights and Responsibilities 
 Option for the Poor and Vul-

nerable 
 The Dignity of Work and the 

Rights of Workers 
 Solidarity 
 Care for God's Creation 

Resources on social justice from the USCCB. 
www.usccb.org/about/justice-peace-and-human-development/resources-and-tools.cfm#cst  
 
Resources from USCCB focused on the relationship between social justice and charitable works.  
www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/two-feet-of-love-in-
action.cfm  
 
Solidarity Will Transform the World: Stories of Hope from Catholic Relief Services by Jeffry Odell Korgen 

 
Laudato Si Videos (Videos created by Catholic Relief Services aimed at elementary and high school 
students) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fj4WSTken3w   
 
Catholic Social Teaching 101 Videos http://www.crs.org/resource-center/CST-101  
 
Congregations Acting for Justice and Empowerment, or CAJE, is an organization made up of 18 reli-
gious congregations of various faith traditions in southwestern Indiana.   
http://www.greaterevansvillecaje.org/   

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/two-feet-of-love-in-action.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/two-feet-of-love-in-action.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/two-feet-of-love-in-action.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fj4WSTken3w
http://www.crs.org/resource-center/CST-101
http://www.greaterevansvillecaje.org/
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P.O. Box 4169 

Evansville, IN 47724-0169 

Phone: (812) 424-5536  

 

Website:  evdio.org/catechesis 

Bringing Faith to Life and Life to Faith. 

Diocese of Evansville 
Office of Catechesis 

A copy of this newsletter with direct web links may be viewed at the Office of Catechesis Formation Day 
webpage:  http://www.evdio.org/formation-day.html  

http://www.evdio.org/formation-day.html

