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Reminder of  Discounts on 2024 Ordos and LTP Workbooks 
 
The Office of Worship is pleased to be able to recommend offer the following resources at a discounted price. 
To order, please fill out the online order form or contact Matt Miller (mmiller@evdio.org) by Friday, 
September 22 with kind and number. Materials will be ready for pick-up in October. 
 
Paulist Press 
 
2024 Ordo from Paulist Press 
Print edition. Contains the order of prayer for the Liturgy of the Hours and Mass, clergy 
necrology, information on saints’ lives, and helpful pastoral notes. Spanish edition also avail-
able (Spanish version is not diocese-specific and does not contain the necrology). 
Office of Worship Price—$18.50 (20% off) 
Please note—This offer is for the print version only. If you would like to order the ebook version or the mo-
bile app, please visit the Paulist Press website. The Office of Worship is unable to provide a discount for the 
electronic versions. 
 
LTP 
 
Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons, and Weekdays 2024 
The Almanac for Pastoral Liturgy 
This trusted annual publication brings you concise and helpful material to enlighten and in-
spire those who prepare the liturgy, especially the Sunday Mass, the “source and summit of 
the Christian life.” Features include: 
 Preaching points & Scripture insights for the Proper of Saints 
 Music preparation guidance and song suggestions 
 Ideas for celebrating other rites and customs 
 Online supplement for preparing the sacramental rites 
 Daily calendar preparation guides 
 Dated entries with liturgical titles, Lectionary citations, and vestment colors 
 Brief biographies of the saints and blesseds 
 Guidance for choosing among the options provided in the ritual texts 
Office of Worship price—13.00 (35% off) 
 
Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and Proclaimers of the Word® 2024 
This resource contains the readings in large print for practice (with suggestions for emphasis 
in bold) commentaries that give background and explain the meaning of the reading, margin 
notes with pronunciation helps and tips for proclamation, and the Responsorial Psalms for 
meditation and context. Workbook’s introduction offers an orientation to this ministry of 
the Word and an overview of proclamation skills.  
Office of Worship price—$9.75 (35% off) 
 
Do not forget your Spanish readers! 
Manual para proclamadores de la palabra® 2024 
This resource provides the Sunday readings arranged in sense-lines, with the most indispen-
sable biblical and liturgical information to proclaim them with reverence and efficacy before 
the assembly. This Manual collaborates in the technical, biblical, and spiritual formation of 
parish lectors, so that each celebration is a source and culmination of the life of the Church.   
Office of Worship price—$9.75 (35% off) 
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Saints in July—Saint Mary Magdalene; Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 
 
While they may not be holy days of obligation, there is one Feast and a Memorial in July that deserve some special 
attention: 
 
July 22—Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene 
In 2016, the Memorial of Saint Mary Magdalene was raised to a proper Feast. As with any Feast, the Gloria is sung 
at Mass, and the readings for the feast day take the place of the Ordinary Time readings. A proper Preface was ap-
proved for use in 2019, and is available on the “Worship” area of the diocesan website.  
 
In the Office of Readings of the Liturgy of the Hours, the psalmody, verse, and First Reading with its Responsory 
are taken from the Common of Holy Women instead of the usual day; the Te Deum is also sung or said after the 
Second Reading with its Responsory. Funerals may be celebrated this day if needed. 
 
July 29—Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 
On January 26, 2021, Pope Francis ordered the inscription of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus into the General 
Roman Calendar as an obligatory Memorial, to replace the existing celebration of Saint Martha alone.  The proper 
liturgical texts were released by the Holy See in Latin. While some of the existing texts have remained the same, 
others have been adjusted slightly or included for the first time. Interim liturgical guidelines for the celebration of 
Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus are available on the “Worship” area of the diocesan website. As with any Memorial, 
funerals may still be celebrated this day. 

Assumption of  the BVM—Holy Day of  Obligation or Not? 

Q. Is the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary a holy day of obligation this year? 

A.  August 15 lands on a Tuesday in 2023. This means that the Assumption is a holy day of obligation. Only 
when it lands on a Saturday or a Monday is the obligation lifted. Do not forget to remind your congregations the 
weekends leading up to August 15 that it is a day of obligation.  
 
Assumption is also one of the few days that does have proper prayers and readings for a vigil Mass the evening 
of August 14. Masses celebrated after 4 PM on August 14 would use the vigil Mass prayers and readings. And 
like any other holy day of obligation, funeral Masses are not celebrated this day. For the Liturgy of the Hours, 
Evening Prayer I of the Assumption is prayed on Monday evening. 

https://forms.gle/4Zw2rZCCrPU6gc8u7
mailto:mmiller@evdio.org
http://www.paulistpress.com/Default.aspx
http://www.evdio.org/worship.html


 

2 

Review/Update Your Liturgical Ministers 
 
 If you have not recently sent in an update of your parish’s listing of extraordinary ministers of Holy Com-

munion (EMHCs), now is a good time to do so! If you are not sure or would like a copy of what is on rec-
ord, please contact the Office of Worship and we will gladly send you a copy. Updated lists can be sent to 
the Office of Worship via email or regular mail. 

 EMHCs are commissioned by the bishop at the recommendation of the pastor for their ministry. They are 
commissioned for five year terms, and can be renewed as often as needed. The “Order for the Commission-
ing of Extraordinary Ministers” in chapter 63 of the Book of Blessings may be used to inaugurate their ministry.  

 Other minsters such as readers, altar servers, sacristans, musicians, and ushers may also be blessed to begin 
or restart their service using chapter 62 of the Book of Blessings. This could be done at a Sunday Mass, or as 
part of an in-person gathering or formation session for those who perform those ministries.  

 It could be helpful to bring together your parish’s various liturgical ministers for some formation this sum-
mer or fall. Resources for various ministries at Mass can be found in the “Mass” section of the Worship area 
of the diocesan website. 

Beginning the School Year in Prayer 
 
Perhaps more than any other time, as the beginning of this school year approaches, it is right to look at starting 
with prayer. Here are a few suggestions from the resources of the Church: 
 

 Book of Blessings—Chapter 5 provides an “Order for the Blessing of Students and Teachers,” which may be 
done both in and out of Mass. This could be done for the entire school or even by individual classes. 

 Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers—Part V: Prayers for Catholic Living provides some simple prayers to 
start and end the school year, as well as a “Prayer for Students” and a “Prayer for Teachers.” There is also a 
simple “Blessing Before an Athletic Event” that may be helpful for coaches or parent volunteers. 

 Votive Mass of the Holy Spirit—In many places it is customary to invoke the intercession of the Holy Spirit 
on the start of the academic year by celebrating a Votive Mass of the Holy Spirit, or “Red Mass,” on a week-
day that allows for a Votive Mass to be celebrated (check your ordo). Proper prayers for the Mass can be found 
in the Missal under Votive Masses, #9, The Holy Spirit; and readings can be found in the Lectionary at #1001. 

2023 World Day of  Prayer for Grandparents and the Elderly 
 
In 2021, Pope Francis established the celebration of the World Day for Grandparents and Elderly on the fourth 
Sunday of July, near the liturgical memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus (July 26). The 
theme for the 2023 celebration selected by the pope is “His mercy is from age to age” (Luke 1:50). 
 
The U.S. bishops have approved the transfer of the celebration of World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly in 
the U.S. to the first weekend after Labor Day (September 9) to coincide with National Grandparents (and the El-
derly) Day in the United States as many local communities, schools, and parishes have celebrated for some time. 
For more information and resources on how to celebrate this day, please visit the USCCB World Day for Grand-
parents and Elderly page, as well as the Dicastery for Laity and Family Life site. 

September 1—World Day of  Prayer for the Care of  Creation 
  
In 2015, Pope Francis called for an annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation every September 1, 
marking the beginning of the “Season of Creation,” which lasts through the Feast Day of Saint Francis of Assisi 
on October 4. The USCCB has a collection of resources to help parishes and institutions celebrate this day dedi-
cated to the care of God’s creation.  
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Liturgies for Labor Day 
  
We give thanks to God for the gift of work, and we ask that he “give success to the work of our hands” (Psalm 
90:17). Since there is no other feast day on September 4 that would take precedent, parishes may wish to consider 
celebrating Masses on Labor Day using the following texts:  
 
 Roman Missal: Masses and Prayer for Various Needs and Occasions, II. For Civil Needs, #26 A or B, For the 

Sanctification of Human Labor  
 Lectionary: #907-911, For the Blessing of Human Labor  

Christmas Creep 2023 & Mary Mother of  God 2024 
 
“Christmas Creep” for 2023—December 25 will land on a Monday this year. This leads to a very busy few days in 
the parish for those responsible for the various ministries and liturgical preparation. Even though we are five 
months away, here are a few things to keep in mind in preparing: 

 With Sunday morning (and Saturday evening) Masses for the Fourth Sunday of Advent leading into the slate 
of Masses for Christmas that evening, it may be necessary to “pull back” a bit for the Advent Sunday in order 
to not overburden the various ministries those days.  

 On Sunday, December 24, Masses after 4 PM would be for the Vigil of the Nativity rather than for Sunday.  

 December 25 is always a holy day of obligation. Please let your people know in the weeks leading up to Christ-
mas 2023 of that fact, and of the need for them to participate in Masses both for the Sunday and for Christ-
mas. Participating in Mass the evening of December 24 only fulfills one obligation—no “double dipping” for 
Christmas! 

 Mass intentions—As is the case with any holy day of obligation, one of the Masses for Christmas must be said 
pro populo (“for the people”).     

 
Much of this can also be said for the following New Year’s Day Masses for Mary, Mother of God. However, in 
2024 January 1 is a Monday, so it would not be a holy day of obligation. Masses the evening of December 31 
would be for the Feast of the Holy Family rather than anticipatory Masses for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God. 

All Saints/All Souls in 2023 
 
This year, the Solemnity of All Saints (November 1) lands on a Wednesday. This means that it is a holy day of 
obligation in 2023. Masses the evening of Tuesday, October 31, would be anticipatory Masses for All Saints 
(since there are not  specific prayers/readings for a vigil for All Saints).  
 
The ordo also recommends the exposing of relics this day for veneration by the faithful, placing them in some lo-
cation of honor this day (but not on the altar itself).  
 
As usual, November 2 brings us the Commemoration of All Souls. Since it holds the special title of 
“commemoration,” it has its own set of rules:  
 Priests are granted the privilege of celebrating three Masses—one for a particular intention, one for all the 

faithful departed, and one for the intentions of the Holy Father.  
 Funeral Masses may be celebrated this day, but other ritual Masses may not.  
 Masses the evening of November 1 would still be for All Saints and not anticipating All Souls.  
 
Chapter 57 of the Book of Blessings provides an “Order for Visiting a Cemetery on All Souls Day” that can used 
right after Mass or apart from the Mass. Remember to pray for the dead!  

https://www.usccb.org/topics/marriage-and-family-life-ministries/grandparents-elderly
https://www.usccb.org/topics/marriage-and-family-life-ministries/grandparents-elderly
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/eventi/2023/iii-giornata-mondiale-dei-nonni-e-degli-anziani.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2015/documents/papa-francesco_20150806_lettera-giornata-cura-creato.html
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayers-care-creation-0

