
 
PERIOD 4 

 

Mystagogy 
 

 

 

 

50 days 

1 year 

  for ever 

 

 

       Steps and Periods 
          The Order of Christian Initiation of AdultS 

 
 
 
 

“The Order of Initiation is suited to the spiritual 

journey of adults, which varies according to 

the many forms of God’s grace, the free 

cooperation of the individuals, the action of the 

Church, and the circumstances of time and 

place.”   OCIA, no. 5 
 

 
 

“Furthermore, since the Initiation of Christians 

is nothing other than their first sacramental 

participation in the Death and Resurrection of 

Christ…the whole Initiation must show a 

paschal character….”   OCIA, no. 8 

STEP  3 

 

Celebration of 

the Sacraments 

of Initiation 

 
 

 Easter Vigil 

 

 
 

PERIOD 3 

 

Purification and 

Enlightenment 

and its Rites 

 
 

 40 days of Lent 

 Holy Saturday 

 

 
 

STEP  2 

 

Election   First Sunday of Lent 
 

 
 

PERIOD 2 

 

The Catechumenate 

and its Rites 

 
 

 At least one year 

to several years 
 

 
 

STEP  1 

 

Entrance into 

the 

Catechumenate 

 
 

 Two times a year,  three  if needed 
 Or 

 

 
 

PERIOD 1 

 

Evangelization and Precatechumenate 

 Sufficient and 

necessary time as 

required in each case 
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