RO MISSAL

THIRD EDITION

December 10
The Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto

Texts for Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours, Lectionary Entry

On October 7, 2019, Pope Francis ordered the inscription of Our Lady of Loreto into
the General Roman Calendar. She is to be celebrated each year as an optional Memorial
on December 10 (the day her feast is celebrated in Loreto).

The proper liturgical texts were released by the Holy See in Latin, and on May 29, 2023,
the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments confirmed the
English translation of those texts. (A similar approval and confirmation process is
ongoing for the Spanish translation.)

USCCB Website
Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto

English texts
Mass, Lectionary, and Liturgy of the Hours, pages 2-6

Spanish texts
Mass, Lectionary, and Liturgy of the Hours, pages 7-9

Latin texts — Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments
Mass, Lectionary, and Liturgy of the Hours
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https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year-and-calendar/our-lady-of-loreto
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2019/10/31/191031e.html

ROMAN MISSAL

DECEMBER PROPER OF SAINTS

Monday December 10
The Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto
Optional Memorial

From the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary: II. In Advent

Collect

O God, who, fulfilling the promise made to our Fathers,
chose the Blessed Virgin Mary

to become the Mother of the Savior,

grant that we may follow her example,

for her humility was pleasing to you

and her obedience profitable to us.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
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LECTIONARY FOR MASS

DECEMBER PROPER OF SAINTS

December 10
689B The Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto
Optional Memorial

Aside from the usual Mass readings of the day, any Lectionary readings from the Common of
the Blessed Virgin Mary may be used for the Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto. The following
readings are also recommended by the Holy See (with citations from nos. 707-712 of the
Lectionary for Mass):

FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10 [no. 707.7]
The virgin shall conceive and bear a son.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Luke 1:46-47, 48-49, 50-51, 52-53, 54-55 [no. 709.5]
R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
OR

R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

ALLELUIA See Luke 1:28 [no. 711.1]
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you;

blessed are you among women.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL Luke 1:26-38 [no. 712.4]
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son.
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THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS

December 10
The Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto
Optional Memorial

A record dating from 1465 states that during the night between December 9 and 10, 1294 the
Holy House was discovered on the very hill where it still stands. The Holy House is the origin
of the Marian devotion found at the shrine of Loreto, a reminder of the mystery of the
Incarnation and of the Gospel example of the Holy Family of Nazareth. Many Popes have
bestowed their apostolic attention on the shrine of the Virgin of Loreto, whom Benedict XV
proclaimed the patron of those traveling by air. Indeed, the Litany of Loreto has spread
throughout the entire Church

From the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, except for the following:

Office of Readings
SECOND READING

From the Letter of Pope Saint John Paul II, on the occasion of the 700th anniversary of the Holy
House of Loreto

(Letter to Bishop Pasquale Macchi, August 15, 1993: Insegnamenti di Giovanni Paolo II, XVI/2, 526-
537)

Mary, the corporal and spiritual locus of the Incarnation

The Holy House of Loreto is not only a “relic,” but rather a precious and true “icon.” It is an
icon not of truths imperceptible to the senses, but of a singular event and mystery; that is, the
Incarnation of the Word.

Indeed, the Incarnation, which is recalled within these sacred walls, at once regains its own
authentic biblical sense; for it does not concern merely a doctrine that pertains to the unity of
divinity with humanity, but rather an event that took place in an exact moment of time and in a
definite place, as the words of the Apostle wonderfully reveal: “When the fullness of time had
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman.”

Mary is that woman. She is, so to speak, at the same time the corporal and spiritual locus in

which the Incarnation took place. But even the House in which she lived is a concrete evocation
of this reality.

December 10 — Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto — page 4 of 9



Recalling the hidden life of Nazareth evokes certain concrete experiences relevant to the life of
every man and woman. Specifically, it renews the sense of the holiness of the family, showing
immediately an entire world of virtues that are much threatened today; that is, faithfulness,
respect for life, the education of children, the practice of prayer, all of which Christian families
may be able to rediscover within the walls of this Holy House, the first and best domestic church
in history.

At the same time this Holy House recalls the greatness of the vocation to the consecrated life
and to virginity for the sake of the Kingdom of God, which had a glorious beginning in the
person of Mary, Virgin and Mother.

Now, to the countless young people who make pilgrimages to the House of the Mother, we wish
to repeat these words that we said to them once before: “Go to Mary, walk with Mary... Let her
‘fiat’ resound in your heart.” May young people, according to the teachings of the House of
Nazareth, renew their commitment as Catholic laity to restore Christ in hearts, families, culture
and society.

The justifiable effort of our age to recognize the place that befits women in the Church and in
society finds here an appropriate opportunity for deeper reflection. Because “God sent his Son,
born of a woman,” in Mary all women have thus been raised to such dignity that one cannot
imagine anything greater.

No theoretical consideration, moreover, will be able to exalt the dignity of human labor more
than to know that the Son of God himself worked in Nazareth and let himself be called the son
of a carpenter.

Finally, how can we not make mention of the “option for the poor,” which the Church made in
the Council and even more clearly confirmed afterwards? The austere and humble walls of the
Holy House remind us that this option was instituted by God himself in Mary, who, as we read
in the conciliar text, “found her place among the Lord’s humble and poor who expect and
receive salvation faithfully from him.”

As to poverty and suffering, the sick have always had a special place in the history of the shrine,
for they were the first pilgrims to the Holy House and the first to spread its renown among the
nations. Where else could they be better welcomed than in the House of her whom we invoke
in the Litany of Loreto as “health of the sick” and "comforter of the afflicted"?

“May this Shrine of Loreto,” as Pope John XXIII said, “always be a window open to the whole

world, re-echoing those mysterious voices that announce the sanctification of individual souls,
families and peoples.”
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RESPONSORY

Truly blessed are you among women,
for God has made his dwelling within you.
— You will consecrate many peoples to the Lord.

You bore in your womb him whom the heavens could not contain.
— You will consecrate many peoples to the Lord.

PRAYER

O God, who, fulfilling the promise made to our Fathers,
chose the Blessed Virgin Mary

to become the Mother of the Savior,

grant that we may follow her example,

for her humility was pleasing to you

and her obedience profitable to us.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
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MISAL ROMANO

DICIEMBRE PROPIO DE LOS SANTOS

10 de diciembre
Bienaventurada Virgen Maria de Loreto

Del Comun de la Bienaventurada Virgen Maria: II. Tiempo de Adviento, segunda
opcion.

ORACION COLECTA

Sefior Dios, que, cumpliendo las promesas hechas a nuestros Padres,
elegiste a la santisima Virgen Maria para ser la Madre del Salvador,
concédenos seguir los ejemplos

de aquella cuya humildad tanto te agrado

y cuya obediencia nos fue de tanto provecho.

Por nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, tu Hijo,

que vive y reina contigo en la unidad del Espiritu Santo

y es Dios por los siglos de los siglos.
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LECCIONARIO DE LA MISA

DICIEMBRE PROPIO DE LOS SANTOS

10 de diciembre
Bienaventurada Virgen Maria de Loreto

Para el dia de la Bienaventurada Virgen Maria de Loreto también se puede usar, ademas de las
lecturas de la Misa del dia, cualquier lectura del Comun de la Bienaventurada Virgen Maria. En
la futura edicion del Leccionario, la citacion sera la n. 689B. Se recomiendan también las
siguientes lecturas (con su cita del volumen III del Leccionario mexicano):

PRIMERA LECTURA Isaias 7, 10-14; 8, 10 [lecturan. 112, p. 390]
He aqui que la virgen concebira.

SALMO RESPONSORIAL  Lucas 1, 46-47. 48-49. 50-51. 52-53. 54-55 [lectura n. 927, pp. 961-962]

R. Ha hecho en mi grandes cosas el que todo lo puede. Santo es su nombre.
O bien
R. iDichosa tt, Virgen Maria, porque llevaste en tu seno al Hijo del eterno Padre!

ALELUYA Cfr. Lucas 1, 28 [lectura n. 963, p. 975]

R. Aleluya, aleluya.

Dios te salve, Maria, llena de gracia, el Sefor esta contigo,
bendita tu entre las mujeres.

R. Aleluya.

EVANGELIO Lucas 1, 26-38 [lectura n. 295, pp. 524-525]
Vas a concebir y a dar a luz un hijo.
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LITURGIA DE LAS HORAS

10 de diciembre
Bienaventurada Virgen Maria de Loreto
Memoria libre

Salmodia del dia. Otros elementos del Salterio del dia o bien del Comtn de la Bienaventurada
Virgen Maria, excepto el siguiente:

ORACION

Sefior Dios, que, cumpliendo las promesas hechas a nuestros Padres,
elegiste a la santisima Virgen Maria para ser la Madre del Salvador,
concédenos seguir los ejemplos

de aquella cuya humildad tanto te agrado

y cuya obediencia nos fue de tanto provecho.

Por nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, tu Hijo,

que vive y reina contigo en la unidad del Espiritu Santo

y es Dios por los siglos de los siglos.
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