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July 29 
Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 

 

Texts for Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours, Lectionary Entry  
_______________________________________________________________  

 

On January 26, 2021, Pope Francis ordered the inscription of Saints Martha, Mary 
and Lazarus into the General Roman Calendar, to replace the existing celebration of 

Saint Martha alone.  Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus are celebrated each year as an 
Obligatory Memorial on July 29. 
 

The proper liturgical texts were released by the Holy See in Latin. On September 30, 
2024, the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments confirmed 

the English translation of those texts. (An approval and confirmation process is still 
required for a Spanish translation.) Some existing texts have remained the same—the 
entrance and Communion antiphons at Mass, indications in the Lectionary, the final 

responsory in the Office of Readings, and the Canticle of Mary antiphon in Evening 
Prayer—while others have been adjusted slightly or included for the first time.  
 

 
USCCB Website 

Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 
 
English texts  

Mass, Lectionary, and Liturgy of the Hours, pages 2-8              
 

Spanish texts  

Mass, Lectionary, and Liturgy of the Hours, pages 9-12              
 

 
       

 

 

 

 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year-and-calendar/saints-martha-mary-and-lazarus
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ROMAN MISSAL 
 

JULY PROPER OF SAINTS 

 

July 29  

Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 

Memorial  

 

Entrance Antiphon                  Cf. Lk 10:38 

Jesus entered a village,  

where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 

 

Collect 

O God, whose Son 

called Lazarus back to life from the grave 

and was pleased to be a guest in the home of Martha, 

grant us, we pray, 

that, faithfully serving him in our brothers and sisters, 

we, with Mary, may be found worthy to be nourished 

by the contemplation of his word. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever.   

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

As we proclaim your wonders in your Saints, O Lord, 

we humbly implore your majesty, 

that, as their homage of love was pleasing to you, 

so, too, our dutiful service may find favor in your sight. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

Communion Antiphon              Jn 11:27 

Martha said to Jesus: 

You are the Christ, the Son of God, 

who is coming into this world. 
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ROMAN MISSAL 
 

JULY PROPER OF SAINTS 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

May the holy reception of the Body and Blood 

of your Only Begotten Son, O Lord, 

turn us away from the cares of this fallen world, 

so that, following the example of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus, 

we may grow in sincere love for you on earth 

and rejoice to behold you for eternity in heaven. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
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LECTIONARY FOR MASS 
 

JULY PROPER OF SAINTS 

 

July 29 

607  Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus   

Memorial  
 

The Gospel Acclamation and Gospel for this memorial are proper.  

 

The First Reading and Responsorial Psalm may be taken either from the Mass readings of the 

day or from the Proper of Saints. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

 

July 29  

Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus   

Memorial  

 
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus were siblings. When they received the Lord as a guest at Bethany, 

Martha attentively waited upon him, and Mary devoutly listened to him. By their prayers, they 

begged the Lord to raise their brother, Lazarus, from the dead. 

 

From the Common of Holy Men, except the following: 

 

Office of Readings 
 

HYMN 

 

With grateful hymns we sing your praise, 

O Martha, Mary, Lazarus, 

who merited to welcome Christ 

so often to your gracious home. 

 

O Martha, with attentive care 

preoccupied with many things, 

spurred on by zeal and sweetest love, 

you entertained so great a guest. 

 

And as with joy you fed the Lord, 

your sister and your brother both 

were eager to receive the food 

of grace and life from his own hand. 

 

When he was set to tread the path 

that leads to death, you served him still; 

your sister offered spice and nard 

and you, your final meal with him. 

 

How blest are you, who host the Lord; 

inspire our hearts to burn with love, 

that they may ever be for him 

a place of friendship and a home. 

 



July 29 – Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus – page 6 of 12  

All glory to the Three in One; 

and may they grant to us at length, 

that we may enter heaven’s home, 

to sing with you eternal praise. Amen. 

 

SECOND READING 

 

From the sermons of Saint Bernard, Abbot 

 

(Sermo 3 in Assumptione beatae Mariae Virginis, 4. 5: PL 183, 423. 424) 

 

In our home the law of love is ordered in three ways 

 

Let us consider, brothers, how here in our home the ordering of love assigns these three things: 

service to Martha, contemplation to Mary, penance to Lazarus. The soul that possesses all these 

at the same time is complete; however, each of them seems to pertain more to distinct 

individuals, so that some are free for holy contemplation, others give themselves to fraternal 

service, while still others ponder their years in the bitterness of their soul, like wounded 

individuals sleeping in graves. It is therefore plainly necessary that Mary think devoutly and 

sublimely about her God, Martha kindly and mercifully about her neighbor, Lazarus sadly and 

humbly about himself. 

 

Let each one consider where he stands. Even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in this city, they could 

only save themselves by their righteousness, says the Lord, they could save neither son nor daughter (Ez 

14:14-16). We delude no one; would that none of you fool yourself! Indeed, for those to whom 

no stewardship has been entrusted, no particular service assigned, you will be placed either with 

Mary at the feet of Jesus or with Lazarus securely within the walls of his tomb. Why should 

Martha, who was anxious about many people, not be concerned about many things? But to you 

who are under no pressure from this need, one of two things is necessary: either not to be 

anxious at all, but to delight rather in the Lord; or, if you are not yet able to do this, do not be 

anxious about many things, but, as the prophet says of himself, be anxious for yourself. 

 

It is necessary, however, that Martha herself also be warned, for there will be a thorough search 

among stewards to see if any are found faithful. She will indeed be faithful who, with a pure 

intention, seeks not her own things but the things of Jesus Christ; nor does her own will, but the 

Lord’s, so that her action is well ordered. For there are some whose eye is not single, and they 

receive their reward. There are others who are carried on the impulses of their emotions, and all 

the things that they offer have been tainted because in them are displayed their own wills. 

 

Come with me now to the wedding song of Solomon. Let us consider how the groom, when he 

calls the bride, neither omits nor adds to any of these three things. Arise, he says, come quickly, 

my friend, my fair one, my dove, and come (Sg 2:13-14). Is this friend not she who, intent upon the 
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riches of the Lord, faithfully disposes also her very soul for his sake? For whenever she sets aside 

a spiritual exercise for the sake of one of the least of his, she spiritually lays down her life for 

him. Is she not fair who with unveiled face, by gazing upon the glory of the Lord, is transformed 

into the same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord? Surely the dove that sighs 

and moans in the clefts of the rock, in the hollows of the wall, is also buried beneath a stone? 

 

RESPONSORY           Jn 12:1-3 

 

After Jesus raised Lazarus, they gave a dinner for him at Bethany, 

— and Martha served.   

Mary then took a pound of costly perfumed oil and anointed the feet of Jesus. 

— and Martha served. 

 

Prayer, as in Morning Prayer. 

 

Morning Prayer  

 
HYMN 

 

Martha, we bring you earnest prayers and praises; 

and, through your merits, may they lift and help us, 

for Christ has bound you to his heart in friendship 

     wondrously given. 

 

Frequent his visits to your home and fam'ly, 

there the Lord passes hours of peace and quiet, 

gladly rejoicing in your words and service 

     graciously offered. 

 

Grieving with Mary, you lament your brother 

gently protesting his untimely dying; 

then you behold him, summoned by the Master, 

     suddenly rising. 

 

Your faith was lively, you confessed with boldness 

hope in our rising, and the Lord confirmed it; 

beg that we enter, after lives of fervor, 

     his lasting Kingdom. 

 

Praise to the Father, to the Son all honor, 

fullness of power to the Holy Spirit: 
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may we together gaze upon their glory 

     through all the ages. Amen. 

 

CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

 

Ant.   With his eyes lifted up, Jesus cried out in a loud voice: Lazarus, come forth! 

 

PRAYER 

 

O God, whose Son 

called Lazarus back to life from the grave 

and was pleased to be a guest in the home of Martha, 

grant us, we pray, 

that, faithfully serving him in our brothers and sisters, 

we, with Mary, may be found worthy to be nourished 

by the contemplation of his word. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

Evening Prayer 
 

Hymn, as in the Office of Readings. 

 

CANTICLE OF MARY 

 

Ant.   Jesus loved Martha and her sister Mary and their brother Lazarus. 

 

Prayer, as in Morning Prayer. 
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MISAL ROMANO  
 

JULIO PROPIO DE LOS SANTOS 

 

29 de julio  

Santos Marta, María y Lázaro 

 Memoria 

 

ANTÍFONA DE ENTRADA         Cfr. Lc 10, 38 

 Cuando entró Jesús en un poblado, 

una mujer, llamada Marta, lo recibió en su casa. 

 

ORACIÓN COLECTA 

Concédenos, Dios todopoderoso, 

que el ejemplo de tus santos 

nos estimule a llevar una vida más perfecta, 

y así, quienes celebramos la memoria de los santos Marta, 

María y Lázaro, 

sepamos imitar siempre sus acciones. 

Por nuestro Señor Jesucristo, tu Hijo, 

que vive y reina contigo en la unidad del Espíritu Santo 

y es Dios por los siglos de los siglos. 

 
Se puede usar otra Oración colecta del Común de santos y santas. 

 

ORACIÓN SOBRE LAS OFRENDAS 

Al proclamar, Señor, tu obra admirable en tus santos, 

suplicamos humildemente a tu majestad 

que, así como te fueron gratos sus amorosos obsequios, 

así también te sea aceptable el desempeño de nuestro servicio. 

Por Jesucristo, nuestro Señor. 

 

ANTÍFONA DE LA COMUNIÓN                          Jn 11, 27 

Marta dijo a Jesús: Sí, Señor. Creo firmemente 

que tú eres el Mesías, el Hijo de Dios, 

el que tenía que venir al mundo. 
 



July 29 – Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus – page 10 of 12  

MISAL ROMANO  
 

JULIO PROPIO DE LOS SANTOS 

 

ORACIÓN DESPUÉS DE LA COMUNIÓN 

Señor, que la santa comunión 

del Cuerpo y la Sangre de tu Unigénito 

nos aleje de todas las cosas pasajeras, 

para que, a ejemplo de los santos Marta, María y Lázaro, 

podamos crecer en la tierra en un auténtico amor a ti 

y gozar en el cielo, contemplándote eternamente. 

Por Jesucristo, nuestro Señor.  
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LECCIONARIO DE LA MISA 
 

JULIO PROPIO DE LOS SANTOS 

 

29 de julio  

Santos Marta, María y Lázaro 

Memoria  

 
La aclamación antes del Evangelio y el Evangelio son obligatorios.  

 

La primera lectura y el salmo responsorial se pueden tomar de las lecturas de la Misa del día, o 

bien del Propio de los santos. 
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LITURGIA DE LAS HORAS 

 

29 de julio  

Santos Marta, María y Lázaro 

Memoria  
 

Oficio de lectura 
Salmodia del día. Las primeras y segundas lecturas con sus responsorios del día (cfr. 

Principios y normas generales de la Liturgia de las Horas, n. 235d) y la oración conclusiva del 

Común de santos varones. 

 

Oración de la Mañana (Laudes) y Oración de la Tarde (Vísperas) 
Salmodia del día. Otros elementos del Salterio del día o bien del Común de santos varones. La 

oración conclusiva del Común de santos varones. 

 

 

 

 

 


