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November 6—Anniversary of the Dedication of the Cathedral

On November 6 we celebrate the fifth anniversary of the dedication of Saint Benedict Cathedral. The anniver-
sary of the dedication of a cathedral is a proper Feast for a diocese, and a Solemnity in the cathedral itself. Pray-
ers and readings for Masses this day should be taken from the Common of the Dedication of a Church: On the
Anniversary of the Dedication (FYI—the readings used for the dedication Mass were 1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30;
Psalm 84; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 2:13-22). Similarly, those who pray the Liturgy of the Hours would use the texts
from the Common of the Dedication of a Church. Funeral Masses may still be celebrated this day. Pray for our
“mother church,” all who contributed to its beautiful renovation, and all who have prayed for and served our
diocese in its walls through the years.

Honoring Veterans on November 11

Q.:  What are some ways we could honor our veterans on or near November 117

A.: While there is no “official” blessing or prayer that is used to recognize and thank those who have served in

the armed forces, there are a few options for this day or the weekend nearest to it:

% The simplest method is to include a petition in the Prayer of the Faithful at Mass for our veterans;

% also at Mass, Solemn Blessings #12 and 13 speak of the blessings of peace, and safety from adversity;

% Chapters 70-71 in the Book of Blessings could be adapted to give thanks for their service;

%  November 11 is also the Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, patron of soldiers. Perhaps a prayer card or med-
al of the saint could be blessed and given to veterans this day or over the weekend.

World Day of the Poor November 17

The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time marks the fifth World Day of the Poor, established by Pope Francis in 2016.
The theme for 2024 is “I'he prayer of the poor rises up to God” (Sirach 21:5). While the prayers and readings for the
33rd Sunday are used for the Mass, it would be appropriate to at least include an intercession that speaks to our
preferential option for the poor in our world. You can read the Holy Father’s message for 2024 here. For more
information please visit the Holy See’s World Day of the Poor page.
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Liturgical Options for Thanksgiving

Q.:  What are the liturgical options available for Thanksgiving Day?

A.: There are two options available to us. On the liturgical calendar, November 28 is Thursday of the 34th
week in Ordinary Time, So the Mass of the day could always be celebrated.

For Thanksgiving, the Roman Missal also provides proper prayers for Masses on Thanksgiving Day, complete with
its own proper Preface. These are found in the Proper of Saints at the end of November. The readings may be
from the day or could be taken from the section “In Thanksgiving to God,” nos. 943-947 of the Lectionary for Mass
(volume 1V). These proper prayers and readings may be used at the discretion of the pastor or priest celebrant. In
addition, the Book of Blessings provides a blessing of food for Thanksgiving Day, which may be used in or out of
Mass. See chapter 58, nos. 1755-1780, for the full order of service.

Of course, every Mass is the greatest celebration of thanksgiving we can hope to offer (the word “Eucharist” com-
ing from the Greek word excharistia, meaning “thanksgiving”).

Religious Liberty Resources for Christ the King 2024

The USCCB Committee for Religious Liberty has identified the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe, as a fitting time in the liturgical year to promote the Church’s teaching on religious freedom. To that
end, the Committee has prepared several resources to help educate the faithful both about this feast, celebrated on
November 24 (the last Sunday of Ordinary Time), and its relation to religious liberty. These materials include:

¥ Lectionary notes

" Background on the Solemnity
¥ Social media graphics

¥ Christ the King Novena

All these can be found at www.usccb.org/christtheking. j 1zva Cristo Rey!

Revised Ritual Books & the 1st Sunday of Advent

December 1, the 1st Sunday of Advent and the beginning of the new liturgical year, is a key date for using two
revised ritual books as well as new statutes for the Initiation of adults:

X Holy Communion and Worship of the Encharistic Mystery ontside Mass—the revised text must be used from this
date forward. This is the ritual book for such rites as distributing Holy Communion outside of Mass, exposi-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, and Benediction. It replaces the text Holy Communion and Worship of the Eucha-
rist outside Mass (1970).

X Order of Christian Initiation of Adults—the revised text may be used starting this date. It must be used starting
March 5, 2025 (Ash Wednesday). This is the ritual for the full Initiation of unbaptized adults as well as bap-
tized Christians seeking full communion with the Church. It replaces the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(1988).

W National Statutes for the Christian Initiation of Adults—these revised statutes, found in the front section of the
revised OCIA text, take effect this date. This text addresses specific issues connected to Initiation that are
not covered in the ritual book. It replaces the National Statutes for the Catechumenate (1988).

For more information or questions on replacing these texts, please contact the Office of Worship.




Advent Wreaths

Q.:  What is the most appropriate place for the
Advent wreath in the church?

A.:  Advent wreaths, in terms of usage in
churches, are a relatively recent development. This
Germanic custom has become the customary re-
minder that the Advent season is upon us and
stands as a visual reminder of our anticipation of
the celebration of the Nativity at Christmas.

Traditionally, the wreath consists of three violet
candles and one rose candle that correspond to the
Sundays of Advent. However, one may use four
candles of the same color. A new candle is then lit
for every Sunday of Advent.

While there is no hard and fast rule for the place-
ment of the wreath, there are some basic guide-
lines for its usage:

¥ It should be of a suitable size for the space —
do not use a small tabletop wreath for your
church, but also do not use an oppressively
large wreath that overwhelms everything
around it, either.

" It may be placed in the sanctuary, at the en-
trance of the church, in another visible loca-
tion or devotional chapel in the church proper,
or perhaps even suspended from the ceiling.

W Wherever it is placed, it should never obscure
or interfere with the action of the Mass or oth-
er liturgies that are celebrated in the church. It
also should not replace the altar candles or the
Easter candle.

The blessing of the Advent wreath may take place
on the first Sunday of Advent in the context of
Mass, Liturgy of the Hours, or a Liturgy of the
Word. Ideally, the wreath should only be blessed
at one liturgy and not repeatedly blessed over the
course of a weekend.

For all subsequent uses of the Advent wreath, the
appropriate candles may be lit either before Mass
or other liturgy, or just before the Collect of Mass.

For more information on blessing, placement, and
usage, please see Chapter 47 of the Book of Blessings.

December Calendar Notes—Three Days
for the BVM (including a day of obliga-
tion!

In a span of four days in December, we will have
the opportunity celebrate the Blessed Virgin Mary
under three distinct titles. In the midst of our Ad-
vent preparations, let us celebrate our Blessed
Mother!

December 9—The Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary: Holy Day of Obliga-
tion

Even though this feast is moved from December
8, it is a holy day of obligation in 2024. It is our
national feast day, with the United States under the
patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary, celebrating
her Immaculate Conception. However, since the
Sunday of Advent takes precedent over this So-
lemnity, Masses the evening of Sunday, December
8 would still be for the 2nd Sunday of Advent.
There are not proper vigil Mass prayers and read-
ings for this Solemnity. The Memorial of Saint
Juan Diego, normally on December 9, is not cele-
brated.

December 10—Our Lady of Loreto

In 2019, Pope Francis ordered the inscription of
Our Lady of Loreto into the General Roman Cal-
endar as an optional Memorial on December 10
(the day her feast is celebrated in Loreto). In 2024,
December 10 is a Tuesday, which means this Feast
can be celebrated on its proper day.

December 12—Our Lady of Guadalupe

In 2024, December 12 is a Thursday, which means
this Feast can be celebrated on its proper day.
While it cannot be transferred to Sunday, this feast
for the patroness of all the Americas could be
acknowledged on a Sunday by including mention
of it in the Prayer of the Faithful, using the Collect
from Our Lady of Guadalupe to conclude the in-
tercessions, or singing a Marian hymn, perhaps
after Communion.

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to you!




Book of Blessings and the Christmas Season

While the official liturgical season that is Christmas is relatively short, there are several liturgical blessings partic-
ular to the season that are good to recognize and celebrate. The Book of Blessings (BB) and Catholic Household Bless-
ings and Prayers (HB) provide the content.

Blessing of Nativity: BB, chapter 48; HB, pg. 78—Probably the most obvious blessing is the blessing the
nativity scene or manger, either at the parish or at home. Chapter 48 of BB provides the Order for blessing the
nativity either in or out of Mass. It would seem to make sense that the nativity be blessed only once over the
course of the Christmas liturgies, ideally at the first Mass of Christmas Eve or prior to it. However, it could also
be reverenced with incense at any subsequent Christmas liturgies, perhaps during the incensing of the altar and
cross at the Entrance. The shorter form in BB is the same as what is found in HB for blessing the home nativity.

Blessing of a Christmas Tree: BB, chapter 49; HB, pg. 78—Both BB and HB also provide a blessing for the
Christmas tree (BB, chapter 49; HB, pg. 78). Trees set up in the church are not blessed in the context of Mass.
At home or at church, the blessing may be celebrated during Liturgy of the Hours or a liturgy of the Word.

Blessing of Family: BB, chapter 1—This Feast is an appropriate time to recognize the sacredness of the fami-
ly and ask for God’s special blessing upon them. BB chapter 1 (nos. 62-67) would be most useful for this.

Blessing of Homes During the Christmas Season: BB, chapter 50; HB, pg. 88—Epiphany is a traditional
time when homes are blessed. One could also easily incorporate the Epiphany custom of marking the doors of
the home with the year and the initials of the Magi (which is also an abbreviation for “May Christ bless this
house” in Latin): 20+C+B+M+24. Texts for these blessings are also available online from the USCCB.

Readings for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

Just a reminder—per the Lectionary for Mass, the readings for the proper Vigil Mass of the Nativity (#13 in the
Lectionary) may be used for the Masses of Christmas Day, and, in fact, the readings from any of the Christmas
Masses (#s 14-16) may be used at the other Christmas Masses depending on pastoral need. The preference
would still seem to be to use the assigned readings at their assigned Masses since there is some continuity in their
order (especially Mass at Midnight and Mass at Dawn), but they may be rearranged if it is pastorally helpful.

(Christ is born: may no one hesitate to be reborn! [1e was gcncrated,
but not be regeneratecl...This is how his mercy was infused in our
hearts. | he \/irgin became gravicl with the |ncarnation of the Son:
may our hearts be gravicl with faith in Christ! T he Virgin gave birth to
the Savior: may our souls give birth to salvation and may we give birth

to Praisc! | et us not remain barren: may our souls be fertile for (God!

—Saint Augustine of HiPPo, [Discourses, 189, %




Upcoming Holy Days of Obligation and Movable Feasts During the Christmas Season

December 25—Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)—It is always a holy day of obligation! Today is born our
Savior, Christ the Lord!

December 29—The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph—This Feast is typically celebrated on the Sun-
day within the Octave of Christmas. This would be a great day to bless the families of your community (see the
“Book of Blessings in the Christmas Season” on page 3). This also begins the diocesan celebration of the 2025 uni-
versal Jubilee (Pilgrims of Hope).

January 1—Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord: Mary, the Holy Mother of God—It is a holy day of
obligation in 2025 since it is a Wednesday. This is our diocesan feast day, with the diocese under the patronage
of the Blessed Virgin Mary under the title “Mother of God.” Pray for the well-being of our diocese!

January 5—The Epiphany of the Lord—In the United States Epiphany is moved to the Sunday between Jan-
uary 2 and January 8, which in 2025 is January 5. Please note—in the Roman Missal, there are proper prayers to
be used for Vigil Masses of Epiphany celebrated the evening of Saturday, January 4. The readings, however, re-
main the same for both days. There is also the tradition of announcing the dates Easter and the movable feasts
for the year on Epiphany. The Missal (both English and Spanish) provide the text and music for this proclama-
tion in the appendix. It is done after the Gospel by the deacon or by a cantor.

January 12—The Baptism of the Lord—This Feast is typically celebrated the Sunday after Epiphany, unless
that happens to be January 7 or 8, in which case it is celebrated the day after Epiphany. As with any proper
Feast, and since it is a Sunday, the G/oria is to be sung at this Mass. The Christmas season officially ends with the
Baptism of the Lord. Ordinary Time begins the Tuesday after the Baptism of the Lord.

Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ & the Announcement of Easter and Movable Feasts

As you make your preparations for the celebrations of Christmas and Epiphany, you may wish to consider in-
cluding the following practices on those days. Full texts for both of these are on pages 6-7.

Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ

The announcement of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord from the Roman Martyrology draws upon Sacred
Scripture to declare in a formal way the birth of Christ. It begins with creation and relates the birth of the Lord
to the major events and personages of sacred and secular history. The particular events contained in the an-
nouncement help pastorally to situate the birth of Jesus in the context of salvation history. The text may be
chanted or recited, most appropriately on December 24, during the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours. It
may also be chanted or recited before the beginning of Christmas Mass during the Night.

Announcement of Easter and Movable Feasts

The proclamation of the date of Easter and the other moveable feasts on Epiphany dates from a time when cal-
endars were not readily available. It was necessary to make known the date of Easter in advance, since many cel-
ebrations of the liturgical year depend on its date. The number of Sundays that follow Epiphany, the date of Ash
Wednesday, and the number of Sundays that follow Pentecost are all computed in relation to Easter. Although
calendars now give the dates for many years in advance, the Epiphany proclamation still has value as a reminder
of the centrality of the resurrection of the Lord in the liturgical year and the importance of the great mysteries of
faith which are celebrated each year. After the Gospel, a Deacon or cantor, in keeping with an ancient practice of
Holy Church, announces from the ambo the moveable feasts of the current year according to the following text.

The musical notation for both of these can be found in Appendix I of the Roman Missal.
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
trom the Roman Martyrology

The twenty-fifth day of December,

when ages beyond number had run their course
from the creation of the wotld,

when God in the beginning created heaven and earth,
and formed man in his own likeness;

when century upon century had passed
since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood,

as a sign of covenant and peace;

in the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in faith,
came out of Ur of the Chaldees;

in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses
in the Exodus from Egypt;

around the thousandth year since David was anointed King;
in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;

in the year seven hundred and fifty-two
since the foundation of the City of Rome;

in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus,
the whole world being at peace,

JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,
desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence,
was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

and when nine months had passed since his conception,
was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah,

and was made man:

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.




THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF EASTER AND THE MOVABLE FEASTS
for Epiphany 2025

Know, dear brethren (brothers and sisters),

that, as we have rejoiced at the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,

so by leave of God’s mercy

we announce to you also the joy of his Resurrection,

who is our Savior.

On the fifth day of March will fall Ash Wednesday,

and the beginning of the fast of the most sacred Lenten season.

On the twentieth day of April you will celebrate with joy Easter Day,

the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus Christ.

On the first day of June will be the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ.

On the eighth day of June, the feast of Pentecost.

On the twenty-second day of June, the feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.
On the thirtieth day of November, the First Sunday of the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ,
to whom is honor and glory for ever and ever.

Amen.
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