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The Order of Celebrating Matrimony 
Second Typical Edition 

 

For Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America  
 

 

New Ritual Book for Marriage  
_______________________________________________________________  

 

History – The Apostolic See issued the Second Latin Typical Edition of the marriage 

ritual in 1991.  The USCCB worked on the translation in the 1990’s but the work was 

not given final approval, thus keeping in force the English first edition of 1969 for ritual 

use.  The USCCB did get approval of Ritual del Matrimonio according the second Latin 

edition in 2010 using the Mexican edition as the base text.  

 

Current Law – A new ritual book for marriage was approved in English by the USCCB 

in 2013.  The Apostolic See approved and confirmed it in 2015.  After final editing, it is 

now ready for use in every diocese of the conference.   

 The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second typical edition [OCM] must be 

used as of Friday, 30 December 2016, the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 

Joseph.   

 Ritual Del Matrimonio, segunda edición típica of 2010 remains in force.  

Additionally, a bilingual edition is available from one publisher.   

 

Available Editions – Five English ritual editions are available as well as ones in 

Spanish only and Spanish-English.  A “ritual edition” is the hard bound book used for 

ritual celebration.  There is one edition available in binder form with interchangeable 

cards. A “study edition” is the complete work in paperback; usually not available for 

purchase until six months following the mandatory use date. 
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♦♦♦♦  Liturgical Press Ritual Editions  ♦♦♦♦ 

 

 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second edition  

 

Product number: 4641 

ISBN: 978-0-8146-4641-0 

Pages: 136 

Trim Size: 7 ¼ x 10 ½ 

Features:  white cover, 2 ribbons, silver-gilded page edges 

Link:  https://www.litpress.org/Products/4641/The-Order-of-

Celebrating-Matrimony  

View first 34 pages; includes title, contents, decrees, Chapter 1 

Other: White cover may be difficult to keep clean   

 
 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony/Ritual del Matrimonio 

Bilingual Edition/Edición Bilingual  

 

Product number: 4624 

ISBN: 978-0-8146-4624-3 

Pages: 192 

Trim Size: 7 ¼ x 10 ½ 

Features: white cover, 2 ribbons, silver-gilded page edges; Spanish on 

left, English on right facing page  

Link:  https://www.litpress.org/Products/4624/The-Order-of-

Celebrating-MatrimonyRitual-del-Matrimonio  

View first 67 pages; includes title, contents, decrees, Chapter 1 

Other: The only bilingual version available; white cover may be 

difficult to keep clean  
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Ritual Del Matrimonio, segunda edición típica 

 

Product number: 3328 

ISBN: 978-0-8146-3328-1 

Pages: 144 

Trim Size: 7 ¼ x 10 ½ 

Features: red cover, 2 ribbons, red page edges  

Link:  https://www.litpress.org/Products/3328/Ritual-Del-Matrimonio  

View 16 pp, Capítulo 1 

Other: There has been no change to the 2010 Spanish text 

 

♦♦♦♦  USCCB Ritual Edition  ♦♦♦♦ 
 

 

 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second edition  

 

Product Code: 7-538  

ISBN: 978-1-60137-538-4  

Pages: 144  

Trim Size: 7 ¼ x 10 ½  

Features: red cover, 3 ribbons, white page edges, Gloria on page 135  

Link: http://store.usccb.org/The-Order-of-Celebrating-Matrimony-p/7-

538.htm?utm_source=usccb&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Matrimony 

View: none 

Other: Similar style to USCCB edition  Order of Confirmation; cover is 

exactly like Order of Confirmation  
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♦♦♦♦  Catholic Book Publishing Ritual Edition  ♦♦♦♦ 
 
 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second edition  

 

Product Code: 238/13  

ISBN: 978-1-94-124355-8  

Pages: 164  

Trim Size: 7 ¼ x 10 ¼  

Features: red bonded leather cover, 2 satin ribbons, gilded page edges, 

Gloria on inside cover 

Link: http://www.catholicbookpublishing.com/products/1084  

View: 8 inside pages 

Other: Looks and feels like a CBP ritual book 

 

**This is the edition the Office of Worship recommends** 

 
 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second edition  

 

Product Code: 238/22  

ISBN: 978-1-94-124354-1  

Pages: 164  

Trim Size: 7 ¼ x 10 ¼  

Features: red hardcover (clothbound), 2 satin ribbons, red page edges, 

Gloria on inside cover 

Link: http://www.catholicbookpublishing.com/products/1085 

View: 8 inside pages 

Other: Looks and feels like a CBP ritual book 
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♦♦♦♦  Magnificat Ritual Edition  ♦♦♦♦ 
 
 

 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second edition  

 

ISBN: 978-1-941709-32-0 

Pages: 176 

Trim Size: 6 ½ x 9 inches 

Features: red cover, 4 ribbons  

Link: http://bookstore.magnificat.net/the-roman-missal-third-

edition/order-of-celebrating-matrimony.html  

View: sample pages, sample planning form 

Other: Includes cards with Eucharistic Prayer inserts, “consent card” 

for couple to use during liturgy, and planning forms for all three 

rites; downloadable planning forms also available 

 

♦♦♦♦  Ave Maria Ritual Edition  ♦♦♦♦ 
 
 

 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony Complete Set 

 

Format: Rite cards and binder  

ISBN: 978-1-59471-723-9 

Pages: 144 cards 

Trim Size: 7 ½ x 10 inches  

Features: white cover, 19 tabs  

Link: https://www.avemariapress.com/product/1-59471-723-0/The-

Order-of-Celebrating-Matrimony-Complete-Set/  

View: sample pages, Table of Contents 

Other: Convenience of interchangeable cards; costs nearly twice as 

much as other versions 
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♦♦♦♦  FDLC Resources  ♦♦♦♦ 

https://fdlc.org/  
 
 

The Gift of Love:  A Bride and Groom’s Guide to Preparing the 

Wedding Liturgy.  Washington: Federation of Diocesan Liturgical 

Commissions, 2016.   

 

Item No.: 44820  

ISBN: 978-1-937362-05-8  

Pages: 70 

Trim Size: 8.5 x 11  

Price: $9.99 each; $8.50 each for ten or more  

Member Price: $7.50 each; $6.50 each for ten or more  

Link:  https://fdlc.org/publications/44820  
 

 

First and foremost, the Church warmly welcomes the engaged couple and rejoice in the love 

which they share.  As we begin to prepare them for Marriage and the wedding liturgy, we find 

that few are familiar with liturgical terms and rituals.  This book will be a helpful resource for 

the engaged couple as well as parish.  

 Written in very conversational language, The Gift of Love provides basic liturgical 

catechesis on each of the three rites, lists of readings, guides for preparing a worship aid, 

principles for choosing music, frequently-asked questions and their answers, and helpful tear-

out preparation sheets. 

 
 

Presiding at the Wedding Liturgy:  A Guide for Deacons.  Washington: 

Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions, 2016.   

 

Item No. 44850  

ISBN: 978-1-937-362-06-5  

Pages: 88 

Trim Size: 8.5 x 11 

Prices: $12.95   

Member Price: $9.71 

Link: https://fdlc.org/publications/44850  
 

 

The Deacon is often called upon to preside at The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass 

or The Order of Celebrating Matrimony between a Catholic and a Catechumen or a Non-Christian.  

This book provides excellent guidance on the elements of the rites and wonderful advice on 

“best practices” for their proper celebration.  It is loaded with rich resources that will assist 

your conversations with the bride and groom, too, including helpful preparation sheets.   
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 This Sacred Bond:  A Pastoral Companion to The Order of Celebrating 

Matrimony.  Washington: Federation of Diocesan Liturgical 

Commissions, 2016.   

 

Item No.: 44870 

ISBN:  978-1-937362-07-2 

Pages: 112 

Trim Size: 8.5 x 11  

Price: $15.95 

Member Price: $11.96 

Link: https://fdlc.org/publications/44870  

 

 

 This book will be a useful guide for clergy, lay leaders, formation staffs, seminary 

professors, and others who will want to become acquainted with the contents of the OCM, the 

elements of its three distinct rites, and best pastoral practices.  Its appendix also includes 

helpful preparation sheets and prayers. 
 

♦♦♦♦  Liturgy Training Publications [LTP] Resources  ♦♦♦♦ 
 
 

Leisa Anslinger, Jennifer Kerr Breedlove, Charles A. Bobertz, Mary A. 

Ehle, Christopher J. Ferraro, Mary G. Fox, Corinna Laughlin, Biagio 

Mazza 

United in Christ:  Preparing the Liturgy of the Word at Catholic 

Weddings.  Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 2016.   

 

Product Code: UIC 

ISBN: 978-1-61671-239-6 

Pages: 96 

Trim Size: 5 3/8 x 8 3/8 

Features: Saddle stitched 

Link: http://www.ltp.org/p-2923-united-in-christ-preparing-the-liturgy-

of-the-word-at-catholic-weddings.aspx  

eBook from Amazon Kindle, Google Play, and Apple iBooks.  

 

United in Christ: Preparing the Liturgy of the Word at Catholic Weddings is perfect for parish staffs 

to provide couples with a high quality and pastoral resource for preparing all aspects of the 

Liturgy of the Word for their wedding.  This includes: 

• Full texts of the readings from The Order of Celebrating Matrimony in sense line format  

• Pastoral Scripture commentary written by married Catholic scholars and liturgical 

ministers  
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• Reading suggestions for a cohesive and unified Liturgy of the Word  

• Reasons a couple might select a particular reading   

• Guidance for writing the Prayer of the Faithful with sample texts  

• Full texts of the consent, blessing and exchange of rings, and the Nuptial Blessing  

• Selection form to turn in to the pastor, deacon, or liturgist 

 
 

Sandra Dooley.   

A Guide to Catholic Weddings:  Q&A for Couples.  Chicago: Liturgy 

Training Publications, 2016.   

 

Product Code: GCW 

ISBN: 978-1-61671-238-9 

Pages: 80 

Trim Size: 5 ½ x 8 ½  

Features: Saddle stitched 

Link: http://www.ltp.org/p-2924-a-guide-to-catholic-weddings-qa-for-

couples.aspx  

eBook from Amazon Kindle, Google Play, and Apple iBooks.  

 

Engagement is a joyful time in the life of a couple. As they begin this exciting journey together 

and prepare to get married in the Catholic Church, they will have many questions.  This 

booklet will help couples get started. 

A Guide to Catholic Weddings:  Q&A for Couples provides the answers to common questions 

engaged couples have about the Catholic Church and the wedding ceremony.  It is the perfect 

resource to use together and will help answer questions related to:   

• Where and when a wedding can be scheduled 

• Responsibilities for wedding preparations 

• Church rules and requirements  

• How to prepare the ceremony 

• Scripture and Holy Communion 

• Involvement of family, friends, and the wedding party 

• Cultural customs and traditions 

• Music, flowers, photography, and dress 
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Richard B. Hilgartner and Daniel J. Merz.   

Guide for Celebrating ® Matrimony.  Chicago: Liturgy Training 

Publications, 2016.   
 

Product Code: EGCM 

ISBN: 978-1-61671-237-2 

Pages: 112 

Trim Size: 6 X 9 

Features: Paperback 

Link:  http://www.ltp.org/p-2925-guide-for-celebrating-

matrimony.aspx  

eBook from Amazon Kindle, Google Play, and Apple iBooks. 

 

This practical resource explores the revised translation of The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, 

providing parish staff with a collaborative approach for preparing wedding liturgies that 

engage couples, family and friends, and the whole parish community.  Guide for Celebrating® 

Matrimony walks through each part the revised ritual noting best practices and appropriate 

adaptations while providing pastoral guidance for forming and catechizing couples; ideas for 

leading wedding workshops, handling difficult situations, and developing parish guidelines; 

as well as offering suggestions for parish evangelization and hospitality.  As part of the 

Preparing Parish Worship™ series, this book includes:  

• Theological reflections on the Sacrament of Matrimony 

• Historical overview of the development of Marriage rituals 

• Answers to frequently asked questions 

• A glossary and suggestions for additional resources 

• Inspirational and instructive quotations from Scripture and Church documents 

• Ritually instructive photos 

 

♦♦♦♦  Commentaries & Pastoral Guides on the Ritual Text  ♦♦♦♦ 
 

FDLC.  This Sacred Bond:  A Pastoral Companion to The Order of Celebrating Matrimony.  

Washington: Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions, 2016.   

Details on FDLC page 5 above.   

 

FDLC.  Presiding at the Wedding Liturgy:  A Guide for Deacons.  Washington: Federation of 

Diocesan Liturgical Commissions, 2016.   

 Details on FDLC page 4 above.   

 

Richard B. Hilgartner and Daniel J. Merz.  Guide for Celebrating ® Matrimony.  Chicago:  

Liturgy Training Publications, 2016.   

 Details on LTP page 7 above.   



The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second edition – page 10 of 16.  

 
 

Paul Turner. One Love: A Pastoral Guide to The Order of Celebrating 

Matrimony.  Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2016.  
 

Paperback:  
Product number: 4923 

ISBN: 978-0-8146-4923-7 

Pages: 88 

Trim Size: 6 x 9 

Publication Date: 08/09/2016 

Link: https://www.litpress.org/Products/4923/One-Love  
 

eBook Product number: E4948 

ISBN: 978-0-8146-4948-0 

Pages: 88 

Publication Date: 07/12/2016 

Link: https://www.litpress.org/Products/E4948/One-Love  

 

 

 

Paul Turner.  Inseparable Love:  A Commentary on The Order of 

Celebrating Matrimony in the Catholic Church.  Collegeville: 

Liturgical Press, 2016.  
 

Paperback:  
Product number: 6353 

ISBN: 978-0-8146-6353-0 

Pages: 312 

Trim Size: 6 x 9 

Publication Date: 02/15/2017 

Link: https://www.litpress.org/Products/6353/Inseparable-Love  

 

 

Paperback/eBook Pre-Order Bundle:   
Product number: B6353 

Pages: 312 

Trim Size: 6 x 9 

Publication Date: 02/15/2017 

Link: https://www.litpress.org/Products/B6353/Inseparable-Love  

eBook:   Product number: E6378 

ISBN: 978-0-8146-6378-3 

Pages: 312 

Publication Date: 02/15/2017 

Link: https://www.litpress.org/Products/E6378/Inseparable-Love  
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♦♦♦♦  Preparation Resources for the Couple  ♦♦♦♦ 
 

FDLC.  The Gift of Love:  A Bride and Groom’s Guide to Preparing the Wedding Liturgy.  

Washington: Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions, 2016.   

 Details on FDLC page 4 above.   

 

Sandra Dooley.  A Guide to Catholic Weddings: Q&A for Couples.  Chicago: Liturgy Training 

Publications, 2016.   

 Details on LTP pages 6-7 above.   

 
 

 

Joseph M. Champlin and Peter A. Jarret, C.S.C. 

Together for Life: Revised with The Order of Celebrating Matrimony – 

Celebrating and Living the Sacrament.  Notre Dame: Ave Maria 

Press, 2016 

 

ISBN: 978-1-59471-722-2 

Pages: 134 

Trim Size: 6 x 9 

Features: Booklet 

Publication Date: 10/24/2016 

Link:  https://www.avemariapress.com/product/1-59471-722-

2/Together-for-Life-Revised-with-The-Order-of-Celebrating-

Matrimony/  
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10 Questions on Implementing the Order of Celebrating Matrimony  
 

As the implementation of the Order of Celebrating Matrimony, Second Edition (OCM) gets 

underway this fall, the Secretariat of Divine Worship has received a number of inquiries 

regarding details of the new ritual. The following questions and answers might assist ministers 

as they become familiar with this new liturgical book.  

 

1. Does the Matrimony rite make any provisions regarding the possible role of a non-

Catholic minister in a Catholic wedding?  

No, there are no changes in this regard. Like the first edition, the text of the OCM itself does 

not discuss the possibility of the presence of a non-Catholic minister, nor does it provide any 

instructions as to what might be done in such circumstances. As was the case previously, one 

must look outside the ritual for direction. In this case, the most pertinent instruction remains 

the Directory for the Application of Principles and Norms on Ecumenism, issued by the Pontifical 

Council for Promoting Christian Unity in 1993. Numbers 143-160 discuss mixed marriages, 

and no. 158 provides some guidelines:  

Upon request of the couple, the local Ordinary may permit the Catholic priest to invite 

the minister of the party of the other Church or ecclesial Community to participate in 

the celebration of the marriage, to read from the Scriptures, give a brief exhortation and 

bless the couple.  

 

So although the bishop’s permission is required, the details of how these options might be 

integrated into the Catholic ceremony are not specified.  

 

2. The Latin editio typica altera includes a rite for celebrating Matrimony in the presence of 

an assisting layperson. Why doesn’t it appear in the U.S. editions?  

The 1983 Code of Canon Law permits delegated lay persons to assist at marriages, when there is 

a genuine shortage of priests and deacons, provided that the Conference of Bishops has voted 

favorably with regard to such delegations, and the Holy See has given to the Diocesan Bishop 

its subsequent permission to grant the delegation (see canon 1112). Likewise, no. 25 in the 

Introduction of the OCM addresses the possibility of delegated laypersons assisting at 

marriages, once the proper permissions have been obtained. To account for this possibility, the 

1990 Latin editio typica altera included a version of the Marriage ritual for those occasions as 

chapter three of the book, falling between the ceremony for Matrimony without Mass and the 

ceremony for the marriage of a Catholic and a catechumen or a non-Christian. In light of the 

fact that no delegations are currently granted for lay persons to assist at Catholic weddings in 

the United States, the Holy See removed the chapter during its confirmation of the U.S. edition 

of the Spanish-language Ritual del Matrimonio in 2008. The new English translation of the entire 

OCM – including the chapter on celebrating Matrimony with an assisting layperson – was 

confirmed by the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments in 

2015, but for the sake of consistency with the U.S. Spanish edition, the Congregation also 
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instructed the USCCB to remove this chapter from the English text for publication in the 

United States.  

 

Should a diocese in this country arrive at an unfortunate shortage of priests and deacons and 

obtain the requisite permission from the Holy See in the future, the Secretariat of Divine 

Worship would assist in supplying the ritual text to use in those circumstances. 

 

3. How much of an impact does the liturgical calendar have on the celebration of 

Matrimony? Are there days when wedding Masses are not permitted? 

The new edition changes nothing in this regard, though the pertinent instruction in the 

Introduction (see no. 34) is more specific that it was in the former Rite of Marriage. 

 

In the first place, it is important to be aware of any local norms or legislation. For example, 

although the Matrimony texts assume that weddings may take place on Sundays and other 

holy days, some dioceses do not permit weddings on these days. Aside from this, the only 

days when weddings are “to be avoided altogether” are Good Friday and Holy Saturday (see 

no. 32). 

 

Matrimony within Mass could theoretically be celebrated on any other day of the year. 

However, in the feasts ranked numbers 1 through 4 in the Table of Liturgical Days, the Mass 

orations would be those for the day, and not for Matrimony. The complete instructions for the 

correct choices of readings and Mass formularies might seem complex, but they are important 

and should be carefully considered well in advance of the desired wedding day to avoid 

confusion and disappointment at the last minute. It is also important to note that, although the 

celebration of Matrimony within Mass can be significantly shaped by the occurrence of the 

wedding on important feast days, the two orders for celebration without Mass always make 

use of the prayers and readings provided in the OCM (see nos. 34, 54-56, 90, and 122). 

 

4. Does the second edition change anything with regard to the entrance and recessional at a 

wedding? 

There are some noticeable changes to the descriptions of the entrance procession in the revised 

English text. The former Rite of Marriage included a detailed order of procession if Mass was to 

be celebrated: “If there is a procession to the altar, the ministers go first, followed by the priest, 

and then the bride and bridegroom. According to local custom, they may be escorted by at 

least their parents and the two witnesses” (no. 20). Since these directives have been largely 

overlooked for decades in some communities, it may come as a surprise that they had been 

there all along. The newer Latin editio typica altera includes similar language, but in the final 

English text confirmed by the Holy See, the Congregation replaced the details of the 

procession with a much less specific instruction: “The procession to the altar then takes place 

in the customary manner” (no. 46). While the procession described in detail in the previous rite 

would still be appropriate or even desirable in many cases, the fact that the Congregation 
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replaced specific wording with the a more general reference to the “customary manner” would 

indicate that there remains considerable latitude in the details and order of procession. 

 

As is the case even with the Roman Missal, Third Edition, the OCM does not describe or 

mandate a concluding procession, aside from the monition that “[i]t is a praiseworthy practice 

to end the celebration with a suitable chant” (nos. 107 and 142, both occurring in celebrations 

without Mass). The lack of specific directions in the text would seem to suggest openness a 

variety of local customs. 

 

The brief observations which accompanied the approved English text indicated that the 

Congregation was sensitive to the fact that marriage ceremonies admit of many different 

customs in various places around the world, indeed even throughout the United States, and 

they did not wish to impose rigid details regarding these aspects of the ceremony. That being 

said, the implementation of the new translation presents an opportunity to re-evaluate parish 

customs. The “first form” of the entrance in the ritual does suggest a “liturgical procession,” as 

one sees in other sacred liturgies, and this sort of procession at a wedding could help counter 

tendencies that have a more secular inspiration. 

 

5. Why is the Penitential Act omitted at a Matrimony within Mass? 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal observes, “In certain celebrations that are combined 

with Mass according to the norms of the liturgical books, the Introductory Rites are omitted or 

take place in a particular way” (no. 46). Matrimony is an example of this, as is a Mass at which 

the Baptism of a child is celebrated. The Mass for the Dedication of a Church replaces the 

Penitential Act with a sprinkling rite, and on Ash Wednesday the distribution of ashes after 

the homily serves as a penitential rite that day. Although the omission of the Penitential Act in 

a wedding Mass is consistent with other special rites, one can only speculate as to the specific 

reasons the Holy See arrived at its particular decision when it promulgated the Latin editio 

typica altera in 1990. 

 

6. How is the new acclamation after the Reception of the Consent to be handled? 

The second edition of the Marriage rite introduces a new conclusion to the Reception of the 

Consent: the celebrant says “Let us bless the Lord,” and the congregation replies “Thanks be to 

God.” This is not an optional part of the ceremony, although the rubric notes that “Another 

acclamation may be sung or said” (nos. 65, 99, and 130). As a new element in the OCM in 

English, this dialogue will not likely be familiar to regularly practicing Catholics, let alone to 

visitors who are present at the wedding, so carrying it out gracefully presents a challenge. 

Various suggestions have been made that might help overcome this difficulty. 

 

One obvious solution is to include the dialogue in the program or worship aid, although the 

acclamation takes place at a point in the ceremony when attention will be focused on the bride 

and groom, and people might not be following along in a printed text. At the very least, 

practicing the verse and response of the acclamation should be included in the wedding 
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rehearsal. Singing the dialogue could be helpful, especially if the celebrant has worked in 

advance with the cantor, who would lead the response. Adapting the text to a familiar melody 

can facilitate participation, such as the melodies found in the Roman Missal with the dialogue 

“The Lord be with you / And with your spirit” or “Go in peace / Thanks be to God.” Also, the 

option to use another acclamation could be employed, and a familiar setting of “Alleluia” 

might be used, for example. 

 

This moment provides an important opportunity for the assembly to participate actively in the 

ceremony; as alternate forms for this acclamation are being considered, it is essential that it 

retain its dialogical character. In other words, the acclamation should not be replaced by a 

vocal solo in which the assembly does not participate. Through advance planning, appropriate 

creativity, and repeated exposure to the dialogue, this will, in time, become a natural part of 

participation at a Catholic wedding. 

 

7. Are celebrants required to sing the new musical settings for the Nuptial Blessings? 

No. The Latin editio typica altera added chant settings for the magnificent prayers of the Nuptial 

Blessings, and as a rule, the International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL) 

provides musical settings with their English translations when they occur in the Latin original 

text. Thus, these chant settings are included in the OCM. The fact that the Holy See included 

music in its Latin edition suggests a certain encouragement to sing them, but there is certainly 

no requirement to do so. The settings in the English ritual book, like those of the Latin edition, 

use melodies that are similar to the standard tones for the Prefaces in the Roman Missal, so it is 

hoped that they will not be difficult to learn. A priest who regularly sings other parts of the 

Mass but has never sung a Nuptial Blessing is encouraged to try the new musical settings in 

the OCM. Composers are also welcome to arrange other settings for these venerable blessings; 

as a reminder, such musical settings must receive copyright release from ICEL and be 

approved for liturgical use by the Secretariat of Divine Worship before they are published. 

 

8. The order for Matrimony without Mass now includes a more detailed description of the 

optional distribution of Holy Communion. When would this be useful? 

In the majority of circumstances, the factors that lead the pastor and couple to choose to 

celebrate Matrimony outside of Mass would also seem to argue against the distribution of 

Holy Communion in these ceremonies. Matrimony without Mass is usually chosen if one of 

the spouses is not Catholic, and it is advisable to avoid a situation in which only one spouse 

(and perhaps less than half of the congregation) would be able to receive the Eucharist, 

highlighting division on a day intended to celebrate a new union of husband and wife. 

 

If, however, a priest is not available to celebrate a Mass for the marriage of two Catholics, 

exercising the option to distribute the reserved Blessed Sacrament when a deacon presides 

might be pastorally desirable. This option also existed in the former Rite of Marriage (see no. 

54), but the one presiding had to discern the details out of an easily overlooked rubric, 

whereas the option in the new rite is quite prominent. 
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9. Is there flexibility as to when or how the optional rites of the arras and the lazo or veil are 

carried out? 

Yes, it would seem that there needs to be some flexibility in this regard, and pastors will want 

to have sensitivity in working with families to determine the best way to carry out these 

rituals. Informal discussions with faithful and with ministers from the Philippines and various 

Hispanic countries suggest that there are indeed regional and familial wedding customs 

involving these elements that vary from place to place. Within the ritual approved for the 

United States, for example, the rubric for the blessing and placing of the lazo or the veil states, 

“If the lazo has not been placed earlier, and it is now convenient to do so, it may be placed at 

this time” (no. 71B). The ritual does not, however, suggest any specific earlier time at which 

this might have taken place, which implies a certain flexibility is called for. It should also be 

noted that the Introduction to the OCM states that “attention should also be given to the 

appropriate use of options provided in the rite as well as to local customs, which may be 

observed if appropriate” (no. 29). 

 

10. Does the new rite permit or forbid the use of such popular elements as “Unity Candles” 

or the placing of flowers at the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary? 

This is the most frequently asked question concerning the new Order of Celebrating Matrimony. 

Although the venerable customs of the blessing and exchange of arras (coins) and the 

placement of the lazo or the veil are now approved options in both the Spanish and English 

Matrimony texts for the United States, no other additional cultural elements are explicitly 

mentioned in the rite, either positively or negatively. It is important to note, however, that the 

Introduction to the OCM allows for the use of options, “as well as to local customs, which may 

be observed if appropriate” (no. 29). The question remains as to which local customs are 

appropriate and should or should not be included in Catholic weddings. 

 

This question should be addressed both thoughtfully and locally. On the one hand, it would be 

undesirable either to dilute or to distract from the rich symbols which are already a part of the 

approved Matrimony rites. Moreover, it also seems prudent to distinguish between time-

honored wedding customs derived from a host of cultural and ethnic traditions, and those of a 

more fleeting or even commercial nature from the secular wedding industry, such as the use in 

recent years of “Unity Candles” and even “Unity Sand.” Since the cultural and other optional 

elements which are likely to be requested will vary greatly from place to place, it is 

worthwhile for each diocese and parish to identify and discuss common elements requested at 

local weddings, and to establish clear policies regarding their appropriateness for the 

communities being served. 
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